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Light & Matter: The Art of Matthew Brandt

Matthew Brandt, Upper Falls C1M6Y3, 2015. Multi-layered duraclear prints
processed with Upper Falls water in LED lightbox frame, 65 ¼ in. x 46 ¼ in. Courtesy of the Artist.

Experimental and innovative photographer harnesses the forces of nature
Exhibition Dates: April 21, 2022-September 4, 2022
Forest Lawn Museum, Forest Lawn–Glendale
GLENDALE, CA—Light & Matter: The Art of Matthew Brandt is a retrospective exhibition featuring

more than 100 photographs and multi-media artworks, some of which have never before been
exhibited. Curated by Colin Westerbeck, Light & Matter examines how Matthew Brandt continually
reinvents and reimagines photography itself. Large-scale portraits rendered in molten metal,
photographs transformed by being processed with samples of the subject matter they represent, and
images printed in edible materials are among the more than 20 distinct bodies of work in the exhibition.
Brandt’s artistic approach is rooted in tradition, but his work is both visually and conceptually
innovative. He often utilizes early photographic processes and techniques, including some that date to
the 19th century. For his “Eagles” series (2017-2019), featured prominently in the exhibition, Brandt
created new daguerreotypes of American bald eagles from melted U.S. Silver Dollar Eagle coins and
glass. In his “La Brea” series (2013-2014), Brandt turned to heliography, which is a process developed
nearly 200 years ago by pioneering photographer, Nicéphore Niépce. Using tar from the La Brea Tar Pits,
Brandt created large, sun-cured images of fossils that appear both prehistoric and painterly.
The artist unites subject and image through the careful manipulation of process and materials. In his
“Waterfalls” series (2013-2016), he took photos of waterfalls, collected water from the rivers, then
pumped a continuous stream over each image as it was being developed. In doing so, the photographs
were distorted, yet the impression of a literal waterfall formed on each image. The end result is a
kaleidoscope of color that appears to flow across the multi-layered photographs.
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Brandt again fused image and subject in a new work that was created during the planning of Light &
Matter. He photographed Forests Lawn’s 17-foot-tall replica of Michelangelo’s David after it fell over in
March 2020. While the majority of the fragments were donated to artists and an arts organization, Brandt
received a small, amorphous piece of the statue. After further breaking down this fragment, Brandt
printed his photograph of David in marble dust. James Fishburne, Ph.D., Director of Forest Lawn Museum
said, “It’s great to see Matthew give new life to this artwork. The image crosses boundaries between
sculpture and photography in ways that I never imagined were possible.”
For his “Authors” series (2019-2020), Brandt re-created photos of famous writers using metal made
from molten type. The images were applied to paper, while the metal was the same alloy used in
traditional printing presses. By portraying writers in the materials used to produce their books, Brandt’s
work honors the authors and connects them to the source of their artistic output. The unique materials
create slightly abstracted likenesses, which have a distinctly tactile quality due to the three-dimensional
nature of the metal.
Some of Brandt’s work demonstrates his ability to harness the forces of nature. For his “Wai’anae”
series (2015-2016), he took photos of the lush Hawaiian landscape. Brandt then wrapped the
chromogenic prints in banana leaves, lace, burlap, and buried them in the volcanic soil of the Wai’anae
area of Oahu, thereby allowing moisture and dirt to transform his images. After being unearthed, they
resemble abstract paintings, with trees and tropical plants obscured by the elements of the island. The
impressive scale of the images gives viewers a sense that they are directly encountering nature. At nine
feet, Wai’anae 108501 imparts a monumental presence not found in traditional landscape photography.
Exhibition curator, Colin Westerbeck, is the former Director of the California Museum of Photography
(2008-2012) and former Curator of Photography at the Art Institute of Chicago (1986-2003). He stated,
“Matthew’s work is in dialogue with the history of photography. He mines the past in order to create
something completely new.” While teaching a graduate seminar at UCLA, Westerbeck first encountered
Brandt as one of his students. “The originality of Matthew’s vision has only grown with each new subject
to which he has turned his attention. His imagination is truly boundless!” Spanning the last 17 years,
Light & Matter: The Art of Matthew Brandt showcases a broad range of work, including photographs
from the early years of his career, to new artwork that is on view for the first time.

Image credits (left to right): Matthew Brandt, David 1B, 2020-2022. Marble dust of fallen Michelangelo replica
sculpture on roofing paper, 51 x 40 ¼ inches. Courtesy of the Artist. Matthew Brandt, Waiʻanae 108501, 2016.
Chromogenic print buried in Waiʻanae, Hawaiʻi, 108 x 50 inches. Courtesy of the Artist.

FOREST LAWN MUSEUM
Light & Matter: The Art of Matthew Brandt
Page 3/3

###
For additional information about the exhibition, Forest Lawn Museum, or Forest Lawn, or to request images or interviews, please
contact Tom Smith at 323.340.4742 or tsmith@forestlawn.com.
Media Preview: There will be a media preview for the exhibition on April 21 from 4:00 PM-5:00 PM. For details about the media
preview, members of the press are invited to email Tom Smith at tsmith@forestlawn.com.
Opening Reception: There will be a public opening reception on April 21 from 5:00 PM–7:00 PM. Guests are invited to RSVP to
museum@forestlawn.com or 323-340-4782. The evening will include free exhibition tours, a Q&A with the artist and curator,
complimentary drinks and hors d’oeuvres, and the presentation of a $500 Forest Lawn Museum Arts Fellowship to a local student.
HEALTH AND SAFETY
Forest Lawn Museum’s health and safety policies are in accordance with LA County Covid-19 protocols. For the latest updates,
please see http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/media/coronavirus/. A free face mask is available to museum visitors upon request.
Touch-free hand-sanitizer stations are available for all visitors.
HOURS & ADMISSION
Museum visiting hours: Tuesday–Sunday from 10:00 AM–5:00 PM
Hall of Crucifixion-Resurrection visiting hours: Tuesday–Sunday from 10:00 AM–4:30 PM, with 25-minute presentations available
at the following times: 10:00 AM, 11:00 AM, 12:00 PM, 2:00 PM, and 3:00 PM. Closed for special events. For more details see
https://forestlawn.com/exhibits/the-hall-of-crucifixion-resurrection/. Email museum@forestlawn.com to schedule a Spanishlanguage tour of the Hall of Crucifixion-Resurrection.
Court of David visiting hours: Daily from 8:00 AM–5:00 PM. This open-air space is located on a hilltop between Forest Lawn
Museum and the Court of Freedom at Forest Lawn-Glendale. It features a full-scale bronze replica of Michelangelo’s David, which
was added in November 2021. The artwork is 17 feet tall and was cast at the world-renowned Mariani Foundry in Pietrasanta,
Italy.
Great Mausoleum visiting hours: Daily from 9:30 AM–4:30 PM
Admission and parking to Forest Lawn Museum, the Hall of Crucifixion-Resurrection, and the Great Mausoleum are FREE.
For more information, please call 323.340.4782, email museum@forestlawn.com, or visit forestlawn.com.
ABOUT FOREST LAWN MUSEUM
Forest Lawn Museum first opened in 1952 and is now comprised of three galleries and a gift shop as well as a renowned
permanent collection of statuary, stained glass windows, mosaics, and architecture that is spread across Forest Lawn’s six
Southern California locations. Forest Lawn’s founder, Dr. Hubert Eaton, wrote in his Builder’s Creed that our park should be “a
place where artists study and sketch; where school teachers bring happy children to see the things they read of in books.” In that
spirit, selections of Forest Lawn Museum’s permanent collection of photographs, paintings, and bronze and marble statues by a
range of nineteenth- and twentieth-century European and American artists are on display in the museum’s front gallery. The
museum typically dedicates two galleries to world-class rotating exhibits, which focus on topics ranging from the FIFA World Cup
to the art of Pablo Picasso and Henri Matisse.
Forest Lawn Museum is located adjacent to the Hall of Crucifixion-Resurrection, which houses The Crucifixion, a 195-foot wide by
45-foot high painting by Polish artist Jan Styka, and The Resurrection, a painting by American artist Robert Clark. Other notable
pieces in Forest Lawn’s collection can be found in the Great Mausoleum, including the Last Supper stained glass window by artist
Rosa Caselli-Moretti, the Poets’ Windows, and marble replicas of Michelangelo’s Moses and Pietà.

