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Sunburn: Long Exposure Photographs With
Markings Burned by the Light of the Sun

by Kate Sierzputowski on April 26, 2017

Photographer Chris McCaw uses the power of the sun to burn markings into his photographs,
destroying small areas to appear like the sun itself. McCaw stumbled upon the technique for his
series Sunburn after forgetting to close the shutter during an all night exposure. The light of the
morning sun destroyed his efforts from the night before, reversing the tonality of the work in a
way that has inspired McCaw to continue to experiment with injuring the surface of the
photograph.

“The subject of the photograph (the sun) has transcended the idea that a photograph is simple a
representation of reality, and has physically come through the lens and put it's hand onto the
final piece,” said McCaw in an explanation of the series. “This is a process of creation and
destruction, all happening within the the camera.”

The resulting image from McCaw’s technique shows the landscapes he photographs with a
burnt hole or streak where the sun appeared overhead. Often McCaw will combine several
works to showcase the sun’s movement—charred dots or a thick line marking its arched path.

Currently McCaw’s Sunburn series is included in his solo exhibition Times and Tides at San
Francisco-based Haines Gallery. You can view more images from his Sunburn series on
his website.

http://www.thisiscolossal.com/2017/04/sunburn-chris-mccaw/
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